
 

Dear Friends, 

Your FOHI Board of Directors cordially invites all members to 

usher in the holiday season at the Annual Membership 

Meeting/Election of 2009 Board of Directors at 10 am Sat-

urday, December 6th at the Hunting Island Visitor Center.  

After light refreshments and tree trimming there will be a 

short meeting to elect 2009 Board of Directors and recap 

accomplishments that have taken place this year and some 

exciting news about 2009. 

 

The following Directors have decided to leave the Board.  

We wish to thank them for their years of service as they will 

be missed, but they promised to stay involved. 

 Ben TenEyck, Visual Arts 

 Connie Brotzman, Public Relations 

 Joe Mix, Business Liaison 

 

The Nominating Committee recommends the following 

candidates to the 2009 Board for your vote of approval: 

 Bonnie Wright, President (second term) 

 Tom Valentino, Vice President (second term) 

 Elaine Gantt, Secretary όŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ !ƴƴ IȅŘŜΩǎ ǳƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ǘŜǊƳύ 

 Bruce Doneff, Public Relations 

 Terry Stone, Government & Business Liaison 

 

The following Board of Directors wish to remain for 2009: 

 Alan Welch, Treasurer 

 Tim Bruner, Environment 

 Barry deSatnick, Lighthouse 

 Cyndi Follrich, Communication/Website Manager 

 Roberta Gunderson, President ex-officio 

 Randy Lumb, Trails 

 Neville Patterson, Docents & Nature Center 

 Denise Parsick, Educational School Programs 

 Merl Redfern, Construction / Maintenance 

 Bill Tyner, Financial Advisor 

 Vivian Wayne, Turtle Program 

 Karen Whitehead, Litter Control 

Please come greet and meet your dedicated 2009 FOHI Board 

of Directors who will need your support in the coming year.  I 

ask that you please help then in any way you can.  Together 

we can continue to make a dynamic difference at this door-

step treasure we all have to enjoy. 

Attention:  Membership renewal applications will begin arriv-

ing in the mail mid-WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ 

FOHI website on your computer.  Check the website often for 

updates, events, list of monthly programs on the calendar, 

frequently asked questions, and much much more: 

hhtp://www.friends-of-hunting-island-sc.org.   

Warmest wishes for a joyous and safe holiday season to all!! 

Bonnie 

FRIENDS OF HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Bonnie Wright, President 
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 We can all agree that 2008 has been a challenging year.  

From financial, to environmental, and political, there have 

been many issues brought to the forefront.  As we are con-

stantly bombarded with negative issues, it is refreshing to 

know that we all have our places of peace and solitude that 

let us recharge our batteries.  For many people that place is 

Hunting Island State Park.  A walk on the beach, a hike along 

the trails, a quick swim in the ocean, or just being surrounded 

by family and friends in the outdoors is important to reduce 

our stress level and thus improve our health. 

You all have seen the economic worries throughout the na-

tion, and of course we are dealing with those struggles as 

well.  We are adapting budgets and reducing expenditures 

like everyone else.  During these times, it is reassuring to 

know that we have a group of dedicated Friends like you.  

While reviewing the mission statement of the Friends of 

IǳƴǘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ άǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ 

Island State Park in its mission of conservation, education, 

ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳƭπ

ǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

through the years to accomplish our mission.  The park is 

truly a better place.  The improvements will benefit genera-

tions to come. 

We have worked together on fun promotions and events, and 

L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ άtŜƭƛŎŀƴ tƭǳƴƎŜέ ƻƴ 

January 1, 2009.  I believe this event will be well received.   It 

has proven to be successful nationwide.  Most people call it 

ǘƘŜ άtƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ tƭǳƴƎŜΣέ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƭŀǊŜ ǘƻ 

the name.  Nothing brings in the New Year like a quick swim 

in the ocean in the middle of winter.  The intent is to just have 

fun.  Life is complicated enough, so it is nice just to have sim-

ple fun things to do. 

{ƻ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

ǘƻƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƛƴπ

vite others to:    COME OUT AND PLAY !!!!!!!!! 

Jeff  
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Park Manager Report 
Jeff Atkins, Park Manager 

Turtle Volunteers Honored at Appreciation Dinner 
Elaine Gantt,  Secretary 

Do the loggerheads of Hunting Island know about the volunteers that wake up at 4:30 am to protect their nests?  Rumor has it that 

on October 7th a few loggerheads ventured up the Morgan River to observe an enthusiastic group of 65 of those turtle volunteers 

attending an appreciation dinner in their honor at the Dataw Island gazebo.  The event was catered by Jimmy Fitts who served a 

tasty barbeque meal topped off with apple cobbler a la mode. 

Vivian Wayne, Turtle Program Director, thanked the volunteers for their service and dedication to the program and presented each 

volunteer with a turtle-themed gift. 

The highlight of the evening was the presentations by the guest speakersτBarbara Bergwerf, Nature Photographer, SC Aquarium 

Turtle Rescue Volunteer, and Kelly Thorvalson, SC Aquarium Sea Turtle Rescue Program Coordinator.  Barbara shared a collection 

of her amazing photos and some personal stories about her turtle rescue experiences.  She also brought a supply of her 2009 Sea 

¢ǳǊǘƭŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ be-

loved sea turtles.  A percentage of the calendar sales proceeds are donated to the SC Aquarium Sea Turtle Rescue Program. 

YŜƭƭȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀl 

stories, particularly related to the many children who visit the rescue facilities.  Kelly explained that some of the children are so 

enamored with the program that they have returned home and devised fund raising projects to help the program.  The volunteers 

ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀƭ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

For the finale FOHI President, Bonnie Wright, and Vivian Wayne presented a $1,000 donation from FOHI to the Sea Turtle Rescue 

Program.  They announced this will be an annual donation.  Kelly and Barbara were surprised and 

delighted with the donation.  It was a perfect ending for the evening. 

It was a great event for all, especially for those Loggerheads! 

Bonnie Wright, Kelly Thorvalson, Vivian Wayne and 
Barbara Bergwerf 
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Trails Signage Improvements 
Randolph Lumb, Trail Maintenance & Enhancements 

FOHI continues to work with local park officials to improve 
the trails and signage for the visitors to the Park.  The trail 
identifications and directional signage began installation in 
WǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ 5ŀȅΣέ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
the park rangers and staff have been working to install the 
trail markers for the nine trails within the Park.  This work, 
while a bit behind schedule, is soon to be completed. 

These cool autumn days are perfect for hiking the Hunting 
Island trails.  So, before you hike, stop by the Chamber of 
Commerce Visitors Center in Beaufort, the Park Visitors Cen-
ter on Hunting Island, the Nature Center/Fishing Pier, or the 
Campground Store and pick up a copy of the new trail map 
brochure.  You will find it easy to use and good to keep as a 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦ  aǳǊǊΩǎ tǊƛƴǘπ
ing in Beaufort deserves special thanks for their time and 

expertise in the design and printing of the trail maps. 

Due to the current financial condition in the country, many 
decisions to proceed with many government sponsored 
programs have been placed on hold or their implementation 
slowed.  This is the case of the trail head posters for visitors 
to use to help define their hiking activities and determine 
key landmarks and other destinations within the park.  
Friends of Hunting Island have been working the State Parks 
personnel in Columbia to design and contract for the print-
ing of a trails head poster.  Recently we were told that the 
government matching funds for this project have been put 
on hold until internal budgets for FY09 can be rationalized.  
While this may slow our progress, it does not change our 
commitment to the Trail Improvement Program of the Park. 

So!  If you should have the occasion to talk to one of our 
elected officials at the County or State level, ask him or her 
to help us complete the funding for this project. 

Community Day with Tri-Command 
Merlin Redfern, Construction 

On Thursday, Sept. 25th, fifteen employees of the Tri-/ƻƳƳŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎκ!Ŏǘǳǎ [ŜƴŘ [ŜŀǎŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŀȅέ 
partnering with the FOHI on construction and repair projects at the Park.  The employees volunteered their time and expertise to 

replace planks on the boardwalk at North Beach, install handrails on three 
concrete walks at South Beach to make them ADA compliant, and replacing 
ǊƻǇŜ ŘǳƴŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŀǘ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŀȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻπ
gram that encourages all employees of the worldwide Lend Lease Company 
to participate in a volunteer activity that can make a difference to their com-
munity.  The employees were: BJ Cozart, Director of Property Management; 
Bob Bible, Assistant DPM; Kristin Miller, Marketing Director; Derrick Wright, 
Service Order Manager; Robert Quinn; Dylan Foote; Glen Scott; Harry Scot; 
jim Lang; Doug Hart; Larenza Simmons; Dale Pocian; Dan Liston; Christopher 
Owens, and Eddie Moris.  The FOHI wish to sincerely thank Tri-Command 
Communities/Actus Lend Lease and these employees for their time and ef-
fort in helping us make a difference in the appearance and accessibility of 
our wonderful State Park. 

Cool WeatherτWarm Appreciation 
Betty Huntley, Social Co-Chair 

The cool weather was a perfect setting for the Fall Appreciation Dinner held at the 11th Street Dockside on Oct. 30th.  Over 80 

members gathered to celebrate another year of countless volunteer hours to the Hunting Island State Park.  This dinner is held 

each fall to express appreciation to the volunteers who have donated their time to FOHI projects, and made the organization so 

successful.  Bonnie Wright, FOHI President, thanked the members for their support during the year and mentioned several events 

coming up and encouraged more participation by the membership. 

Bonnie then took a few minutes to remember a dear friend and FOHI Secretary, Ann Hyde, and pay tribute to her contributions to 

ChILΦ  .ƻƴƴŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ChIL ŦǊƻƳ !ƴƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ άŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛƎ way 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ōƛƎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘΦέ  ! ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ DŜǊǊȅ IȅŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊsonal 

service and contributions to aerial reconnaissance. 

Jeff Atkins, Park Manager, along with several members of the park staff attended the dinner.  Jeff addressed the volunteers and 

ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

During the cocktail hour, the volunteers were treated a slide show of photos from 2008 FOHI activities assembled by Cyndi Follrich.  

It takes a great deal of time and effort to produce this kind of presentation, and it was enjoyed by everyone very much. 

It is heard to believe another year is almost over, but it is gratifying that FOHI volunteers have once again made a difference. 
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Sea Oats Planting 
Tim Bruner, Environmental Director 

hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нтǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ нлл ǎŜŀ ƻŀǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ  ƻƴ {ŜǇǘΦ нтǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ChIL ŦǳƴŘed 

the supplies and the plants were grown with the help of Coastal EcoScapes, Inc., SCDNR, Clemson Ext., and the South Coast Native 

tƭŀƴǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ нп ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ¢ǊƻƻǇ мр D{! Iƛƭǘƻƴ IŜŀŘΣ {ƻǳǘh 

/ƻŀǎǘ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ aŀǎǘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΣ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΩΣ 5bw wƛŘƎŜƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΦ  DǊŜŀǘ WƻōΗ  LŦ ŀnyone 

would like to volunteer for the Landscaping Committee or Environmental Projects, please contact me. 

FOHI Donate Map of ACE Basin 
Merlin Redfern, Construction 

On Wednesday, October 25th, the Friends of Hunting Island 
presented a framed map of the ACE Basin to the Nature 
Center at the Park as another educational tool for the visit-
ing public.  This map depicts the geological make up of all of 
the ACE Basin, including Hunting Island State Park.  It is color 
coded to indicate various geological materials and has sev-
eral representative photographs, including some of Hunting 
Island.  Pictured with the map at the presentation are 
Wendy Pollitzer, Interpretive Program Manager for Hunting 
Island State Park, and Merlin Redfern, Construction Director 
for the Friends of Hunting Island.  The map was mounted 
and framed by the Charles Street Gallery in Beaufort, and 
their financial assistance is appreciated. 

FOHI Docent Programs 
Neville Patterson, Docent/Nature Center 

! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ му ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŘƻŎŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ мул ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ά[ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ŀƴŘ 
ά!ƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ м ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘŀƭƪǎΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ Ƴƻƴths, 
ŜŀŎƘ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά[ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜέ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŀǘ мл ŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎŀ муто ƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ af-
ǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ǉŀȅ Ϸн ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƘŜ мон Ŧƻƻǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά!ƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊέ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŀǘ мм ŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻf the pond 
outside that hosts the resident gator.  From April through August each talk is given on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƻŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ HI.  

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǳǊ άƘƻǿ ǘƻ ά ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƻŎŜƴǘ ŀǘ IL{t for the 
Alligator and Lighthouse presentations, as well as other programs at the Nature Center itself.  But it is never too late.  If anyone is 
interested in becoming a docent, you are encouraged to contact Wendy Pollitzer 838-7437, or Neville Patterson 838-9966. 

Appreciation goes out to our 2008 docents.  The programs could not take place without all these wonderful volunteers.  Alligators:  
Steve Brotzman, Dave Clinkenbeard, Angela Julian, Janet Lovell, Diana Madden, Mike McKeown, Ron Manyin, Bill Mounce, Neville 
Patterson, Nancy Rudy, Stan Sagar, and Al Wood.  Lighthouse:  Dick Browne, Barry de Satnick, Harold Freeman, Nancy Grimaldi, 
Angela Julian, Ed Moneagle, Bill Mounce, Neville Patterson, Nancy Rudy, Stan Sager, Karen Whitehead and Al Wood. 


