
Dear Friends, 

When you read this newsletter you will see how your sup-

port, whether it be through volunteering, membership dues 

and/or donations, has enhanced the park in so many posi-

tive ways that the meaning of volunteerism and stewardship 

is now being passed on to our youth and our community.  

Everywhere I go I hear how wonderful a job we are doing at 

the park 

As for the success of the 75th SCPRT Anniversary celebra-

tion, a special thanks to Paula Berubé, HI Park store man-

ager for her great leadership and event planning.  Also 

thanks to Connie Brotzman, FOHI Public Relations Director 

for some great publicity that began a month ahead; from 

Lowcountry Weekly, Sea Island Scene, and the Beaufort Ga-

zette.  We certainly outdid out support with a wonderful 

response from out members in helping with all the pro-

grams, events and activities.  Everyone did a terrific job, and 

all of the visitors who participated were very appreciative of 

our efforts.  The park was very pleased with the attendance 

during the weekend of activities even though we had a heat 

ǿŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŀȄ ŦǊŜŜέ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ 

sculpture contest was so well received that many suggested 

we do it as an annual event.  The scavenger hunt and the 

ƭƛƎƘǘ ƪŜŜǇŜǊ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘΣέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ 

received.  Spectators went up to the cast after their per-

formance and personally thanked them for a historically 

informative and delightful show.  Kudos to Suzanne Larson 

and her cast for having to perform in costumes under the 

hot afternoon sun and high temperatures. 

The most rewarding experience I had during the weekend 

event was to meet Don Turner, the grandson of James W. 

Turner, Assistant HI Light Keeper during 1925τ1930.  Don 

and his family specifically planned their vacation around the 

75th Anniversary so they could re-connect with their family 

history.  They enjoyed HI so much they are already making 

plans to return for the 150th Lighthouse Anniversary in Oc-

tober 09 and become members of FOHI. 

In an effort for FOHI to keep a pulse on tourism and commu-

nity development I continue to sit on the Beaufort Chamber 

of Commerce Tourism Events/Attractions Sub-Committee 

and Tom Valentino, VP is on the Communications Sub-

Committee for the Rails to Trails.  The Executive Board has 

also attended meetings of the Lowcountry Scenic Highways 

Corridor Planning  Committee.  Soon FOHI will be promoting 

our mission and the DMV HI License plate at the new Beau-

fort Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center with an eye-

catching display. 

Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘŜǊŜ 

are a couple of items.  In the spring or summer of 2009 look 

for a copy of Southern Living Magazine with photos and an 

article about the oyster restoration project at HI.  In October 

2009 get ready for another celebration as HI Lighthouse will 

be celebrating its 150th Anniversary.  Anyone who would like 

to join the planning committee for this special event please 

contact me at 838-5779 or e-mail beachbonnie@islc.net. 

Thanks for your support as FOHI continues to be eminent in 

the state and local community. 

See you at the Park, 

Bonnie 

FRIENDS OF HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Bonnie Wright, President 
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It was a beautiful weekend in August when we celebrated the 

75th Anniversary of South Carolina State Parks.  We had 434 

program participants on Saturday and 371 on Sunday.  These 

were overall good numbers.  Saturday was a hot day.  Volun-

teers and Park Staff stuck out the heat and helped sand sculp-

ture, coloring contest, and scavenger hunt contestants have 

great competitions.  None of us could hardly complain about 

the heat when we saw the actors in the Lighthouse Portrayal 

put on great performances in the blazing sun during the hot-

test part of the day, all while wearing costumes that had to be 

uncomfortable. 

Sunday surprised us with some excellent individual program 

participation.  Some had as many as 60 participants.  Some 

had as little as zero. 

I would like to personally commend everyone who made this 

happen.  It was a great process from the beginning when the 

planning team started over 14 months ago, through the com-

pleted program.   We had outstanding public relations and 

marketing promotions.  In fact, we had two local television 

news reporters who broadcast stories on their news cast ac-

tually bring their families here as participants, because they 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŀǊπ

keting than that. 

We have learned over the years in Park programming that 

you never know what to expect.  Some programs you think 

will be great and well attended sometimes falter, and some 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ŘƻΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ 

for such parks as Charlestowne Landing and other State His-

toric Sites whose primary visitation is dependent on these 

programs.  So please remember when you are looking for 

places to visit, these type programs are great and need your 

support. 

We have had a great summer so far with good visitation.  As 

we move closer to the fall, keep your fingers crossed for a 

slow hurricane season.  We had a little trouble from Tropical 

Storm Fay, and are working on repairing Cabin Road.  Like all 

government agencies we are preparing for the possibility of a 

slumping economy.  We are hoping that consumer confidence 

will stay high enough to keep things from getting too bleak.   

The positive side for SC State Parks is that we are a great eco-

nomical destination.  Where else can you have so much for  

so little cost?  Please make sure to pass 

the word for those looking for a lower 

cost trips, not only for Hunting Island, 

ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ά/ƻƳŜ hǳǘ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅΦέ 

Thank you for everything you do. 

 Jeff  
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Park Manager Report 
Jeff Atkins, Park Manager 

RIVER SWEEP - BEACH SWEEP  
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th  

STARTING 10:00 AM @ The LIGHTHOUSE  
 

Please join Friends of Hunting Island in helping to keep  
the park and beach litter free.  

Meet at the Lighthouse at 10:00 AM  
 

  At approximately 11:30 am lunch of hamburgers & hot dogs will be  
Provided by our wonderful friends of the Low Country Rotary  

at the lighthouse picnic area.  
 

Please wear old shoes and bring drinking water, gloves and bug spray.  
 
 

Please let me know if you plan on participating to help keep our Lowcountry jewel as clean and beautiful as we 
would like it.   Registration required  

 

Karen Whitehead, Litter Control Coordinator  - Phone:843-838-7627  

       e-mail mommakaren@islc.net .  
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Nature Center Facelift 
Merlin Redfern, Construction 

On Wednesday and Thursday June 18 & 19, volunteers from FOHI installed a lattice 
enclosure around the piling under the Nature Center Classroom building.  Active in the 
work were Don Gregory, Tim Brunner, Ben TenEyck, Bill Hodsdon, Ralph Bricker, Buddy 
Lawrence, Karen and Howard Whitehead, and Merlin Redfern.  The lattice enclosure 
gives a more finished look to the Classroom Building and will provide a backdrop for 
the landscaping that has been installed.  Additional landscaping will be installed in the 
future.  Special appreciation is given to Grayco Building Center and Beaufort Boat and 
Dock Supply for their assistance and financial support of this project.  Your support and 
encouragement of these businesses would be appreciated. 

Buddy Lawrence, Ralph Bricker,  Merlin                 

Redfern, Don Gregory, Tim Bruner 

MONOFILAMENT RECYCLING 
Karen Whitehead, Litter Control 

Our monofilament recycling line program is 
up and running thanks to the help of the 
scouts from Troop 1712.  We are working 
with DNR and Berkley Line Company that 
will be recycling the line into fish habitats, 

new line and new spools for the line. 
 


