
Dear Friends, 

Recently during National Volunteer Week (April 27thτMay 

3rd), the U.S. Department of Interior, Take Pride in America 

ό¢tL!ύ ά±ƻƭǳƴ¢ƻǳǊ !ŎǊƻǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ǘƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ŀƴŘ 

Southeast Coast to give recognition to individuals and or-

ganizations that have made a difference in preserving the 

natural and cultural resources of public lands. 

I am pleased to say that once again Lisa 

Young, TPIA Assistant Director, and Justin 

Kintz, Office of the Secretary, Special Assis-

tant, visited Hunting Island and the Friends 

on Monday, April 29th.  Jeff Atkins, Park 

Manager, Cyndi Follrich, FOHI Communica-

tion Director, and I had the pleasure of showcasing the 

many projects the Friends have completed and the positive 

difference they have made at the park.  None of which could 

have been accomplished without the dedication and sup-

port of our 700 family members. 

Besides touring the park, Lisa and Justin gave recognition to 

130 volunteers for their dedication to the S. C. Loggerhead 

Turtle Conservation Program at our training meeting.  The 

FOHI Board of Directors and Park Ranger are extremely proud 

that Lisa and Justin announced at the meeting that Buddy 

Lawrence will receive the Take Pride in America Presidential 

Volunteer Service Award for his 7 yearsτ4,547 hours of vol-

unteer service at Hunting Island State Park.  Congratulations 

Buddy !!! 

As you read this newsletter you will see we have been busy 

and the active summer season is just beginning.  There is 

much to come in the next several months.  We hope you too 

will volunteer in some small way. 

Spring has sprung, summer has 

almost begun, come join in the 

fun. 

See you at the Park, 

Bonnie 
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Sand Sculpture Contest 
Connie Brotzman, Public Relations Director 

originality, composition and technique.  You 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎτa variety of kitchen 

knives, old paint brushes, and garden trowels 

ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪΦ  ! άƳǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜέ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ 

of small scoop shovel with a long handle for 

digging down to the water table.  For ideas go 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀƴŘ DƻƻƎƭŜ ά{ŀƴŘ {ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴπ

ǘŜǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘΗ 

So get your group together, come up with 

ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ 

the fun.  For more details go to our Friends 

website throughout the 

summer for the latest 

updates on all the week-

end long activities. 

 

Plan to bring family and friends to compete in 

the Sand Sculpture Contest sponsored by 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŎŜƭŜπ

ōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {/tw¢Ωǎ трǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

contest will take place on Saturday, August 

2nd, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Light-

house Beach.  Judging and awards will take 

place between 2:00 & 3:00 pm.  Registration 

for the contest will be on the day of the event 

and is free to all participants. 

There will be four categories of contestants:  

Junior, age 6 to 11; Senior, age 12 to 15; 

Adult, age 15 and up; and Family and Group, 

all ages.  Judges from the Arts Council of 

Beaufort County will award 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 

Honorable Mention prize ribbons based on 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Bonnie Wright, President 



While watching television the other day, I saw a commercial 

from a prominent wireless phone company which showed a 

family just starting camping.  They were all swatting bugs, 

then made a phone call, and immediately left to go to a hotel.  

I realize that this is intended to be comical; however, it is be-

coming more of a trend in our society.  Our National Parks are 

documenting decreased visitation.  Research is providing fur-

ther information that explains that folks are less apt to get  

ŀǿŀȅ  ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άƭǳȄǳǊƛŜǎέ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΦ  [ƻƻƪ 

at the number of kids playing video games instead of being 

outside in the woods, or on a playground.  We receive cus-

tomer comments frequently from folks who want wireless 

internet connections so they can use their computers while 

on vacation.  They also want more wireless phone service in 

order to use the phone.  It will be more important than ever 

for us to keep our existing and future generations involved 

with the outdoors, so they will appreciate it, and not be 

afraid of it.  How do we do this?  We have to get them to 

άŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅέΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

stimulated through learning skills in the outdoors.  We need 

to let them have fun by becoming engaged with outdoor rec-

reational activities.  I remember how good it felt the first time 

I threw a cast net and opened it; I was 23 years old.   Since 

then, I love to show people how to do it.  There is nothing like 

the feeling of seeing that person smile when it happens for 

them.  The same goes for many other activities like fishing, 

crabbing, collecting oysters, and kayaking.  The list goes on 

and on. 

You all are role models by being volunteers.  You are getting 

involved as well as getting others involved.  Volunteerism is 

contagious.  We have accomplished many great projects in 

the last several years.  The addition and enhancement of fa-

ŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ άƭŀǊƎŜ 

ǎŎŀƭŜέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 

forget the basic needs of the park visitors.  We can use your 

help in the newly remodeled nature center as well as answer-

ing questions about the area, animals, and programs.  You 

can share with them why you love the park and the surround-

ing area.  You may want to find a program area that you are 

interested in teaching, such as the lighthouse history, alliga-

tors, birds, etc.  You may want to assist in looking for endan-

gered species such as the piping plover.  Others include litter 

pick up, sand dune protection, trail maintenance, water qual-

ity testing, recycling, etc.  The opportunities are endless.  

After all, what makes Hunting Island special is the lack of 

modernization and buildings, so we are not always going to 

be building new or bigger things.  We should enjoy the sim-

plicity of the park, and help others to enjoy nature and his-

ǘƻǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ά/ha9 h¦¢ !b5 t[!¸έΦ 

Jeff  
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Park Manager Report 
Jeff Atkins, Park Manager 

Trail System Project for Hunting Island Flourishes with Public / Private Sector Partnership 
Randy Lumb, Trail Maintenance & Enhancement 

In 2006, Hunting Island State Park (HISP) hosted well over 1.5 

million visitors.  It has become one of the largest destination 

recreational areas in the southeast.  The park has also been 

designated as one of the top 10 natural public beaches in the 

USA.  In the 1st quarter of 2008, SC Dept. of Parks, Recrea-

tion & Tourism (SCPRT) published a notice to bid for the im-

provement of the State Parks.  This was a separate action and 

not associated with Beaufort Co. grant to Friends of Hunting 

Island (FOHI) for $111,000.  This request for proposal was 

broadcast state wide and encouraged the bidders to enhance 

their proposal with a pledge of matching funds grants from 

other sources. 

But the picture becomes more complicated for HISP with the 

increase in the complexity of the proposal and the addition of 

Departmental level of state government as the decision 

maker.  A new level of public sector/private sector partner-

ship becomes mandatory if the Bft. Co. Council, the SCPRT, 

the State Park Service, management of HISP, and the FOHI 

are to work together to respond to the government procure-

ment process as well as accomplish the goal of funding the 

HISP Trails System Project. 

A partnership between FOHI, HISP and SC State Park Service 

produced a new proposal which requested an additional 

$100,000 grant to be combined with the existing Bft. Co. 

Council grant that, if awarded, will result in a $200,000 ap-

propriation for the HISP Trails System Project.  This proposal 

was submitted to the SCPRT on March 21, 2008 and a deci-

sion is expected later this year. 

Hunting Island and FOHI, working together, have already be-

gun to enhance the trail signage.  New signage is being de-

signed and installed to commemorate National Trails Day on 

June 7th.  The 1.5 mile expansion of the existing Lagoon Trail, 

and making it and other trails ADA compliant, will add to the 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǎŀȅΣ άŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƘƛƪŜ ƻƴ ǳǎέΦ 
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Hunting Island State Park 

75th Anniversary Celebration  
 

 

 

Events :  Saturday, August 2nd, 2008 
 9:00 a.m Opening Ceremony:  Meet at the Hunting Island Lighthouse 
 10 amς1 pm Visual Scavenger Hunt:  Sheets at the Picnic Shelter adjacent to the Lighthouse 
 10 am   Alligator Talk:  Meet at the Park Office/Visitors Center 
 10 am  Lighthouse Tour:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 10 am  Reptiles:  Meet at the Nature Center 
 10 am  Pier Fishing:  Meet at the Fishing Pier adjacent to the Nature Center 
 10 am  Sand Castle Building Contest: Meet on North Beach by the volleyball net near the Lighthouse. 
        (10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Building/2-2:30 Judging/3:00 Prizes awarded)             
 11 am  The History of HISP:  Meet at the Park Office/Visitors Center 
 11 am  Lighthouse Tour:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 11 am  Loggerhead Sea Turtles:  Meet at the Nature Center 
 1 pm  YŀȅŀƪƛƴƎ [Ŝǎǎƻƴκ9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΥ  aŜŜǘ ŀǘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ  άWέ όCŜŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘύ 
 1 pm  Beach Walk:  Meet in front of the Lighthouse Gift Shop 
 1 pm  Hunting Island Lighthouse Coloring Contest Display and Winner and Announcement:  Meet at 

       the Picnic Shelter adjacent to the Lighthouse 
 1 pm  Lighthouse Tour:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 1 pm  Reptiles:  Meet at the Nature Center 
 2 pm  Lighthouse Portrayal:   Meet at the Lighthouse 
 

Events:  Sunday, August 3, 2008 

   All Day Visual Scavenger Hunt:  Sheets at the Picnic Shelter adjacent to the Lighthouse.    
 10 am   Crabbing:  Meet at the Fishing Pier adjacent to the Nature Center 
 10 am  Lighthouse Tours:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 10 am  Beach Walk:  Meet in front of the Lighthouse Gift Shop 
 10 am  Reptiles:  Meet at the Nature Center 
 11 am      Loggerhead Sea Turtle:  Meet at the Nature Center 
 11 am  Lighthouse Tours:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 11 am  The History of HISP:  Meet at the Park Office/Visitors Center 
 1 pm  Alligator Talk:  Meet at the Park Office/Visitors Center 
 1 pm  YŀȅŀƪƛƴƎ [Ŝǎǎƻƴκ9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΥ  aŜŜǘ ŀǘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ άWέ όCŜŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘύ 
 1 pm  Lighthouse Tours:  Meet at the Lighthouse 
 1 pm   Crabbing:  Meet at the Fishing Pier adjacent to the Nature Center 
 2 pm  Lighthouse Portrayal:  Meet at the Lighthouse 

 

  Park Admittance Fees: $4 Adults 16+;             
  $2.50 Seniors SC residents 65+;  
  $1.50 Youth 6 to 15 years;    Under 6 free.              
   Information 843-838-2011. 
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