Spring 2009

First Annual Pelican Plunge Exceeds All Expectations!

Bruce Dunoff, Public Relations
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Superintendent Jeff Atkins. And with that, upwards to 175
Pelican Plungers raced for the surf on the first day of 2009.
In the days leading up to The Plunge, temperatures had
been almost balmy, but on the day the wind was whipping,
the waves were pounding, and the water was an exciting 53
degrees. Estimates ran as high as 500 people total that
came to the park either to plunge or cheer the intrepid souls
on.
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sometime back in October with an idea he had to increase
visitors to the park in the down season and bring some wel-
come publicity. Jeff had a great idea, but he had no notion
that the Pelican Plunge would take off as it did.
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dent, Tom Valentino, for suggestions on how best to pro-
ceed. Tom introduced Bonnie to Angel Flewelling of the
Beaufort Exchange Club, and a beautiful partnership was
born. Tom and Angel took on the responsibility to-cbair
what would become the first ever Pelican Plunge (modeled
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wonderfully dedicated committee was put together to pull
off the event in rather short order: Janet Horton and Arg
Flewelling from the Exchange Club, Paula Bérubé,
Pollitzer and Jeff Atkins from HISP; and Cyndi Follrich,
nie Wright, Bruce Doneff, and Tom Valentino formed
committee.

Not only Qid the inaugural,event graWAso many plungers i
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portantly the event raised over $3,000 for the Beauff™ ¥
Child Abuse Prevention Association (CAPA). Plungers|
asked to donate themselves and to solicit donations fi
colleagues and friends. Challenges between the Exc

Club and the Kiwanis Club and the enthusiasm of staff em--

ployed by Beaufort County helped bring in lots of great con-
tributions.

In addition to raising money, members of both the Friends
and The Exchange Club contributed many hours of time and
in-kind donations to make this special day happen. The
event also prompted Friends to reach out to the Johnson
Creek Tavern and Boondocks restaurants, both of which
opened on that day just for the Pelican Plunge event, offer-
ing food and drink specials to our many participants.
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with local restaurants, another great tradition was born:
The Pelican Plungeshirt. The daughter of one of our key
committee members, Paula Bérubé, who manages retail
operations for the park, designed a logo and eventually a t
shirt that became wildly popular. Plungers who raised a
certain amount of donations received a free shirt, the rest
were offered for sale the day of the Plurtgat this writing,
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in the Kazoo Band playing Simon Sez. BeSt costume awards
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When all was said and done and the last Plungers had dried
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awesome for the first one ‘that | participated in, the first

ever Pelican Plunge at Hunting Island State Park. It is a
memory that | will always hold dear, not to mention that |
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worth every bit of the cold weather to do it. | look forward
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And we too look forward to Pelican Plunge 2010!
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Bonnie Wright, President

Dear Friends,

We are so grateful for all the support from our members
over the past year, and we are proud to inform you that in
2008 the cumulative time volunteers spent at the park to-
taled 8,406 hours. Using the South Carctproved hourly
rate to value volunteer time, this means that the Friends of
Hunting Island contributed over $130,000 in labor alone, in
addition to our $68,700 wkind and direct monetary contri-
butions. To those individuals who dedicated their time, tal-
ents, and energy in making such a huge difference, your
Board of Directors and | thank you!

dition to our very successful core programs and activities.
Thanks to your dedicated enthusiasm and support we have:

e Added DHEC/OCRM AdepBeach partnership program

e Continued support of our SCDMV Hunting Island license
plate fundraiser

¢ Added educational signs at visitor center & along beach
access areas

e Added more handicap improvements to the park

¢ Increased educational booths at local area festivals

¢ Made landscape improvements at Nature Center

¢ Increased the oyster reef restoration project

e Added a water quality monitoring program

¢ Made improvements to trail system signs

¢ Added monofilament recycling program

¢ Increased partnerships with community service projects at
the park

¢ Repaired boardwalks and beach access areas

¢ Planted additional sea oats

e FOHI display at the Beaufort Chamber of Commerce Visi
tor Center

In 2008, we had approximately 750 families as members.

Imagine if just one member of each family volunteered one

hour per week from March through September. Then that

would come to a total of 21,000 hours of volunteer service or
over $325,000 worth of valuable service contributions to our
park.
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compare to the rest of the nation? According to a national
survey (http://www.nationalservice.gov), between 1989 and
2007 Utah had the highest volunteer rate with 45.9% of its
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ing us 31st in the country.

Perhaps the biggest benefit people get from volunteering is
the satisfaction of incorporating service into their lives and
making a difference. The intangible benefits of pride, satis-
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faction, and accomplishment are also extremely worthwhile
reasons to volunteer.

We are all aware of the shape of our economy and how our
state has experienced budget cuts resulting in program and
staff cuts across agencies, including the PRT and state parks.
Now more than ever FOHI and our park need your help. As
a Friends member, you receive complementary admission to
the park for the entire year. All we ask in return is that you

volunteer in some way during the year at the park or with
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feels to volunteer and spend time at the jewel of the SC park
system.

Some of our major goals this year will be to assist the park
staff in strengthening interpretive programs, increasing

school educational program participation, and adding some
new programs. Another big goal we have this year is helping
to make the 150th Lighthouse Anniversary celebration in
October a memorable historical milestone for our commu-

nity.

What a privilege it will be working with such a dynamic 2009
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will rise to even greater accomplishments in the future.

With a unified effort the challenges ahead can be fun and
rewarding as we strive to make a difference for everyone
who visits Hunting Island and at the same time preserve its
rare and natural beauty for generations to come.

I know we can count on you for another successful year, and
I look forward to seeing you at the park.

Bonnie

f dzy G SSNJ

@2t dzy




Friends of Hunting Island State Park
P O Box 844

Park Store

St. Helena Island. SC 29920 Paula Bérubé, Park Store Manager
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The park store will have a new feature this se
sormt Naturalist Pick of the Month.
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month of the spring, summer and fall seasons tp
spotlight. The chosen book will be on a topic that
relates to programs being offered by the Nature
Center during the month. We will also have a sq
lection of companion items to go along with the
featured book. These items may include stuffed
animals, rubber figurines, -ghirts, puzzles and
other interesting toys and games.
store to build a gift set for that special someone.
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The Lighthouse Gift Shop will be open Saturday and
Sunday beginning February 14th; starting March
6th, it will open Friday through Sunday; and in Aprll
it will operate seven days a week. Visit the Ligh
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house Gift Shop for unique lighthouse themed gift
ideas as well as a new line of Lighthoushitts.

Six Degrees of (Turtle) Separation

Vivian Wayne, Turtle Director

Six degrees of separation is the unproven theory that anyone on this planet can be con-
nected. The dynamics of this network, has a lot of appeal to both Hollywood and our coun-
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oceans for more than 110 million years. In those six degrees of separation, they connect us
from the dinosaur era through to the current 2009 nesting season.

It is a small world and our sea turtles connect the human and ocean . The sad part of this
small world phenomenon, it that after surviving for over 100 million years, we are watching
these majestic reptiles go extinct. Aside from the wonder that turtles instill in us, they play
important ecological roles. Turtles act as ocean ambassadors, transporting rich nutrients

from feeding areas to nutrieapoor coastal habitats. They play a unique roll in creating

balance in these feeding areas and the end result is a healthy marine ecosystem for many

migratory species.

Currently applications for our Hunting Island loggerhead preservation project are being

I OOSLIGI SR

2 A GK
Throughout the summer and into the fall, our project volunteers knowing that fewer than
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on percent of all hatchlings survive to adulthood, will contribute thousands of hours pro-
tecting the newly laid eggs and escorting the hatchlings to the sea. This is a small world
and those six degrees of separation, will have united Hunting Island turtle volunteers with
people from different cultures across the world, in a shared vision to make a difference and

not let sea turtles become extinct.
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