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Bonnie Wright, President
Dear Friends,

Thanks to the strong support from YOU, our members and
the wonderful efforts by our Board of Directors, we have
increased local, state, and national awareness for our volun-
teering efforts and formed new partnerships with other con-
servation, community and service groups. These new affilia-
tions have extended our influence and opportunities to pro-
mote and enhance Hunting Island State Park in exciting new
ways.

With this comes some exciting news on how our community
is helping to support our mission. :

e Beaufort County Council has award
Friends a monumental grant
$111,225 for trail improvements.

e Beaufort Middle School, SCDNR ¢
Friends have formed a partnershisss
BMS science students are greenhot |
growing sea oat seedlings to
planted at Hunting Island by the st
dents in collaboration with Frienc
this year. If a success, we hope to
expand this program with our partners.

Some of the new venues include my participation with the
Beaufort Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee, direc-
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Essay Contest
Connie Brotzman, Public Relations Direction
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conferences showing how much Hunting Island State Park
has to offer, the importance of stewardship, and the positive

effects volunteering has on our cultural and natural re-

sources.

Recently at an exhibit in which we participated, visitors
showed overwhelming interest in our donated campground
all-terrain wheelchair. In response, Friends has donated a
second similar wheelchair for day users at the lighthouse
beach area.

As we continue to grow and expand we are going to need
your help more than ever as our role has become
more complex. In addition to our regular pro-
grams, we have several projects to complete. The
focus this year will be on major improvements to
our trails, increasing local school participation at
S dzyGAy3 LaAfFYyR bl ddz2NB /S
and our role in the 75th Anniversary of South Caro-
- lina Parks, Recreation, and Tourism (SCPRT) cele-

» bration at Hunting Island on August 2nd and 3rd.
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in March, and remember the 2008 FOHI volunteer

car decal needs to be displayed at the park fee station start-
ing March 1st.

Look forward to seeing you at the park.
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Jeff Atkins, Park Manager

Happy New Year to everyone! On my last article | made the
claim that | would hike Table Rock Mountain, again. | am
happy to say that | did it! It was a nice cool day during the
holidays, and | made the commitment to do it. It was great
because my dad decided to go with me. | enjoyed the bond-
Ay3d GAYS GKIFIG 6S aKFENBRX 06SOl
near as often as | would like. While hiking, | thought of all
the times | had spent at Table Rock State Park with my family
and friends while growing up. | have many stories, but just
think of the stories that the state parks can offer.

Each State Park has a story to tell. From the parks which
hold evidence of Native American habitation, to battlefields
from the Revolutionary and Civil Wars.

Some were plantation homes of early leaders in our history.

Some parks were used as training sites for soldiers or guard-
ing our boundaries during the World Wars.

Some Parks saw ugly times during our history such as segre-
gation and the great break through as we became an inte-
grated society.

Many of our parks tell the story of why we have to leave
these areas in a natural state; so fragile species and environ-
ments can exist as more lands are developed.
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Special Guests Tour Hunting Island
Bonnie Wright, President

On Dec. 13, 2007, FOHI Board of Directors and Park Man-
ager, Jeff Atkins, had the pleasure of giving a tour of Hunting

Island showing how FOHI has made a difference. County
Council Member, Laura Von Harten and House Representa-
tive, Shannon Erickson were on hand for the tour and dis-

cussed future project plans.
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our parks special. It is the intimate relationship that our
parks hold with its visitors. The memories of family bonding
events such as reunions, overnight camping trips, birthday
party picnics, and a walk with a parent.

rks ar pla e ersonal go que t, S as hiking to
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learned to swim in a park lake. For some, it was catching
that trophy fish and having the bragging rights that followed.

Our parks have a legacy to celebrate!

LiQa dGAYS G2 adlr NI GKS OSft Sol
our state parks. We are going to celebrate. In the end we

will realize more than ever what our State Parks mean to us.

We are planning now and you all are already involved. We
are working on a celebration at Hunting Island State Park for
August 23, 2008. Each month will offer special topics
throughout the state. In August 2008, we will celebrate
Coastal explorations as the theme. We will be hosting the
signature event for the Park Service. It will center on our
icon; The Lighthouse. Members of Friends of Hunting Island
and Park Staff have been steadily working on our program
and | know you all will enjoy it! Get ready for some fun!
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L-R: Barry deSatnick; Desiree Bizzell, Asst. Interpretive Pro-
gram Mgr.; Tom Valentino; Laura Von Harten, Beaufort
County Council; Jeff Atkins, Park Manager; Rep. Shannon
Erickson; Bonnie Wright; and Randy Lumb.
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FOHI Spring Kickoff Dinner

%W\ *
A i Tuesday, March11 ™

Qi% Ladyodos |Island Country C

139 Francis Marion Circle
5:00 pn®10:00 pm

~Buffet Menu~
Roast Pork Tenderloin, Baked Tilapia with Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Wild Rice,
Saut ®ed Vegetable Medl ey, Garden
Rolls & Dessert Coffee/Tea

$23.00 per person
~ Cash Bar ~

For Your Listening and Dancing Pleasure! D.J. ~ Donna Patrick

Reservations must be made by February 26nd
Limited seating 130

Send reservation payment to:
Friends of Hunting Island
c/o Elaine Gantt - 340 Fripp Point Rd.
St. Helena Island, SC 29920
843-838-9355

For all Friends of Hunting Island Members!
Checks will be your receipt for dinner reservation.

F.O.H.l. Contest!! ReName
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We at the Loggerhead Log want to spruce up our newsletter
pass all of what the Friends of Hunting Island st ri ve to accomplish. o0Loggerhead L

the turtles (which are a very important part !), but we all do so many other activities for our Island and Park.

Please send your suggestions by March 31 st and at the Board of Directors meeting, April 7 ththey will deter-
mine a winner. The next newsletter will be printed under the new banner, and the contest winner acknowl-

edged. Remember, we might not come up with a better name than Loggerhead Log and that will be ok.

Name: = Your Suggestion:
Address: >?

X

g
Phone: c

|_
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Sea Turtle Nesting Season
Vivian Wayne, Turtle Program Director

Sea Turtles are graceful saltwater reptiles that spend most
2F GKSAN tA@Sa asgAYYAy3d Ay
spring Hunting Island is blessed with the return of nesting
female Loggerheads. They will build nests and lay their
leathery pingpong ball sized eggs in a hole they dig on the
beach. Although each nest will average 126 eggs, only a few
young turtles will make it to adulthood.

The Loggerhead Turtle is a threatened species, which means
it could become extinct. Our Sea Turtles first appeared
about 200 million years ago when dinosaurs still roamed the
earth. They are the last of the ancient reptiles, so very spe-
cial, that they are referred to as living fossils. So you can see
just how important it is to protect these reptiles.

Park Store and Lighthouse Gift Shop

Paula Berube, Retail Manger Hunting Island State Park

Believe it or not, Spring is right around the corner! With Spring comes
the desire to refeather your nest, visit the Park Store, and the Light-
house Gift Shop for unique home decorations. There are many new
items arriving daily: gifts;ghirts, souvenirs, prints, caps, beach bags and
much more. As always, we have new turtle themed merchandise arriving

daily.

Environmental Projects
Tim Bruner, Environmental Director

Many of you have volunteered for our Loggerhead Preser-
vation Project, and for those who will be accepted, should
receive notification mieMarch. But even if you are not
involved in our project, you too can help:
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Do not disturb turtle nest which you find on the beach.

Do not use flashlights, or flash cameras on the beach at
night.

Throw away all of your trash. Turtles may eat it and die.
Keep your pets on a leash.

If you see a Turtle on the beach, stay away & kqeiet.
Leave tracks left by Turtles undisturbed. These tracks are
crucial for locating the nest and protecting the eggs.
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precious Loggerheads, stay in touch by checking the web:
www.friends-of-hunting-island-sc.org

The Dune Restoration project has been valuable and successful in protecting and beautifying our beaches. The 3.5 mdiles of se
fence and 24,000 dune plants have been busy collecting sand and building dunes. The walkways have also been sucoessful in |

tecting the new dunes and vegetation.

The next project will be to landscape the area around the Nature Center classroom with native plants. We will also addhummi
bird and butterfly plants to the Nature Center pond. Anyone interested in participating or chairing a design committéefon-t

ject, please let me know.

Thanks to all the volunteers who patrticipated in these projects.
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Friends Booth a HIT at Recent Conference
Connie Brotzman, Public Relations Director
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Wellness Conference at Bluffton High School visited our
Friends of Hunting Island Booth during the one day confer-
ence on Jan. 18th. The purpose of the meeting was to pro-
vide education and support for the teachers and nurses in
the Beaufort and Jasper Country School Districts as they im-
plement new school policies focusing on student nutrition
and physical activity.

Our displays showcased the opportunities for physical activity
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beach, and kayaking. Assistant Park Manager Kenny Heater
ONRdzZIK({ (KS -tdrhirN@gh&eichaiy dbiated: Hy
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handicapped access features and services. The chair and
the new MobiMats proved to be very popular with atten-

dees, especially those who had physically challenged stu-
dents. As a result of our participation at the conference we
KIS 0SSy AYy@AGSR G2 FGGSyR

dle School Health Fair on Saturday, February 23rd.

Lighthouse
Barry deSatnick, Lighthouse

The Lighthouse should be repainted in time for the 75th Anniversary celebration!

For the past 25 years, ROHM and HAAS from Springdale PA, have been repainting§
Lighthouse at no cost to the State Park Service. We appreciate and thank ROHM &
HAAS for their commitment to this project.

Treasurers Report
Alan Welch, Treasurer

The financial condition of The Friends of Hunting Island remains sound as can be seen in the accompanying financial report.

Membership Revenues continue to increase along with new members. Donations remain an important source of revenue. One c
GKAa &SINRa KAIKEAIKGA ¢l a GKS [AO0SyasS tflFdS t NRPANY YhgKAO
was onetime revenue, the program added a continuing source of funding for the future.

Expense remain focused on serving the Park and its visitors. Dur-
ing the 4th quarter we received a $15,000 Accommodations Tax
Grant from Beaufort County to be used for renovation of the old
portion of the Nature Center. The Board matched that amount
with money from General Operating Funds and the project is in
progress. Projects were completed for an ADA addition to a Camp-
ground Bath Facility and for furnishings to the Classroom at the

Friends of Hunting Island
Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2007

ASSETS $
General Operating Funds 38,590.13
CashGrants & Designated Funds 59,652.26

TOTAL ASSETS 98,242.39 Nature Center. A great deal of work was also done to improve
Beach Access and install sand retention fencing. This Project is still
LIABILITIES & EQUITY underway
Equity '
Unrestrict (retained earnings) 20,151.85 During the year the accounting system was converted to a system
Temporarily restrict net asset  59,652.26 designed for Non NP FAGA YR 6S NBYFAY 2y
Total Equity 98,242.39
Liabilities 0.00 If you would like additional information regarding the FOHI finan-
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 98,242.39 cial status, please email: alanwelch@iname.com.
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Trash Busters
Karen Whitehead, Litter and Trash Control Coordinator

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL !l the road into the park and out, the turn

I am looking forward to the many projects
that | hope we can do. The first being Adopt
A-Beach program with the joint efforts of
OCRM & SCDHEC which is for the North and
South beach areas. This program has been

to gain access to this area). Those that
interested please contact me.

around just after the campground entrance,
and the very south end of South Beach (this
will require a small boat launch at the lagoon

are

filed as was required. The next is for more Holiday trash bag handout will be a little
monofilament line dispensers for the lagoon different this year, and | am looking for vol-
area, South Beach, and Campground Beach unteers for the holiday weekends. Our
and will be with the DNR and Boats US. The needs are in the AM till noon at the gate
line will be bagged and sent to the DNR for station, then 12 noon to walk through the
proper disposal. This will require volunteers picnic and beach areas with trash bags and

to place the containers and empty twice a handouts about HI and other information
year which will be at the discretion of the  that | will provide. | am also checking into

Contact:

Karen Whitehead Liter Parks approval. availability of biodegradable trash bags.
Phone: Our Earth Day / Beach Sweep will be Satur- ¢ 2 G ¢ NI} aK . dzAiSNERE L Yy
8438387626 day, April 19th . | am looking for volunteers who have volunteered this past year are
Email: that would like to clean trails along Hwy. 21  willing to continue and | am always looking

mommakaren@islc.net  FNRY W2Kyaz2yQa [/ NBS] Goenevowmlfintelrd. Laft - yR . NAR3IS

EARTH DAY - BEACH SWEEP

SATURDAY, APRIL 19th
STARTING 10:00 AM @ The LIGHTHOUSE

Please join Friends of Hunting Island in helping to keep
the park and beach litter free.
Meet at the Lighthouse at 10:00 AM

At approximately 11:30 am lunch of hamburgers & hot dogs will be
Provided by our wonderful friends of the Low Country Rotary
at the lighthouse picnic area.

Please wear old shoes and bring drinking water, gloves and bug spray.
Please let me know if you plan on participating to help keep our Lowcountry jewel as clean ar
as we would like it.

Karen Whitehead, Litter Control Coordinator 'i"
Phone:833627 ;
Page6 e-mailmommakaren@islc.net Every Day
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Beaufort County Commissioners Approve Lagoon Trail Grant
Tom Valentino, Trails

We were granted $111,225 from the 3% Accommodations Tax
Fund to improve the Lagoon Trail. This trail-l§24 miles long
and runs along the western side of the lagoon. We will make
this trail accessible to physically challenged people, fishermen,
strollers, bicycles and kayakers. The trail will be relocated to
avoid significant geographic features and trees, widened to 9
feet with a 6 foot wide sand shell paved surface. This pervious
material was used successfully at Edisto Beach State Park and
compacts well for wheelchairs and strollers. This trail winds
through our beautiful and rare maritime forest, in an area with
stunning views of wildlife and scenery. We will put interpre-
tive signs and benches along the trail and construction will
start soon. Park management has given this project high pri-

ority.
We are working with SCPRT to get signs on all trails and

Kiosks are planned for trailheads with maps showing the
length of trails and other features. We also will make
additional maps available to hikers.

Do You Know Your Rangers & Park Staff?

Carl Berube
Asst. Ranger

Page7



